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1920.] recent publications. 71 

Note on Prime Numbers. 

In my review of the first volume of Dickson's History of the Theory of Numbers 
in this Monthly (1919, 402), I quote from page 425 of the History the conjecture 
of M. Cantor (correctly reproduced from his paper) that three successive primes 
are not in arithmetical progression unless one of them is 3. Through the kindness 
of Professor F. H. Loud my attention has been called to the fact that the con- 
jectured theorem is false. In fact from a table of primes it is easy to find sets 
of three consecutive primes with common difference 6, for example. The four 
primes 251, 257, 263, 269 are successive and are in arithmetical progression. 

R. D. Carmichael. 

Plane Trigonometry and Numerical Computation. By J. W. Young and F. M. 

Morgan. New York, Macmillan, 1919. 12mo. 7 + 122 pp. Price $1.25. 

The Preface: "Ever since the publication of our Elementary Mathematical Analysis (The 
Macmillan Co., 1917) we have been asked by numerous teachers to publish separately, as a text- 
book in plane trigonometry, the material on trigonometry and logarithms of the text mentioned. 

"The present textbook is the direct outcome of these requests. Of course, such separate 
publication of material taken out of the body of another book necessitated some changes and an 
introductory chapter. As a matter of fact, however, we have found it desirable to make a number 
of changes and additions not required by the necessities of separate publication. As a result 
fully half of the material has been entirely rewritten, with the purpose of bringing the text abreast 
of the most recent tendencies in the teaching of trigonometry. 

"There is an increasing demand for a brief text emphasizing the numerical aspect of trigo- 
nometry and giving only so much of the theory as is necessary for a thorough understanding of the 
numerical applications. The material has therefore been arranged in such a way that the first 
six chapters give the essentials of a course in numerical trigonometry and logarithmic computation. 
The remainder of the theory usually given in the longer courses is contained in the last two 
chapters. 

"More emphasis than hitherto has been placed on the use of tables. For this reason a table 
of squares and square roots has been added. Recent experience has emphasized the applications 
of trigonometry in navigation. We have accordingly added some material in the text on naviga- 
tion, have introduced the haversine, and have added a four-place table of haversines for the benefit 
of those teachers who feel that the use of the haversine in the solution of triangles is desirable. 
The material can, however, be readily omitted by any teacher who prefers to do so." 

NOTES. 

The fifth quinquennial Table des matieres of Revue semestrielle des publications 
mathematiques was published in 1918. It covers volumes 21-25 (1913-1917). 

Noordhoff of Groningen published in 1918 the second volume of the Oeuvres 
completes de Thomas Jan Stieltjes which are being issued under the auspices of 
the Amsterdam mathematical society. It is a quarto volume of over six hundred 
pages. The first volume, which was about one-third smaller, appeared in 1914. 

The fourth edition of Appell's Traite de mecanique rationnelle, tome 1, was 
published in 1919. It contains about five pages more than the third edition. — 
Recent publications by R. de Montessus de BaHore are: Introduction a la theorie 
des courbes gauches algebriques (Paris, Croville-Morant, 1918) ; the sixth enlarged 
and thoroughly revised edition of the elementary algebra part of C. de Comber- 
ousse's Cours de mathematiques (Paris, Gauthier-Villars, 1919) ; and the Yearbook 
of the Universities to which we have already made reference (1919, 358). 



